
 

ING_NI_CE_08 
 

 

APELLIDOS /COGNOMS: _________________________________________________   

NOMBRE/ NOM: _________________________________________________________ 

D.N.I o PASSAPORT / D.N.I. o 
PASAPORTE: ____________________________ 

Nº EXPEDIENT / Nº EXPEDIENTE ____________________________ 

LLOC D’EXAMEN / LUGAR DE 
EXAMEN: ____________________________________________ 

 

PROVA ÚNICA PER A L’OBTENCIÓ DEL 
PRUEBA ÚNICA PARA LA OBTENCIÓN DEL  

CERTIFICAT DE NIVELL INTERMEDI – IDIOMA ANGLÉS 

CERTIFICADO DE NIVEL INTERMEDIO – IDIOMA NGLÉS 
DELS ENSENYAMENTS OFICIALS D’IDIOMES  

DE LAS ENSEÑANZAS OFICIALES DE IDIOMAS 
 

1. READING COMPREHENSION DURADA / 
DURACIÓN: 50’ 

 
 

PUNTUACIÓN TOTAL: 30 60%: 18 NOTA: _____ 

 

APTE / APTO                  NO APTE / NO APTO   

 
 

 

Correctors / correctores: 
1.    2.  



 

ING_NI_CE_08 
 

 

        /  2 
     2008 

1

TASK 1 

Read the text HEAVEN ON EARTH carefully. Decide which of the options (a-c) best 
answers questions 1-5. Write the LETTER corresponding to the best alternative in the 
boxes on the right. An example has been done for you. (5 x 2 = 10 marks) 

HEAVEN ON EARTH 
A trip in search for the place where mankind lived in bliss 

 I am in a rusty Turkish taxi, passing by a tiny village of poor, mud houses. Under the 
cloudless sky, the hilly fields around me vanish in the heat. It’s 40º C out there, and just a solitary 
mulberry tree points out our final destination: Gobekli Tepe. Or, incredibly as it may seem, the 
very place where experts set the Biblical Garden of Eden. Our lost Paradise. 
 I climb out of the car, just to watch in amazement a real army of workmen and 
archaeologists all across the hillside. I could have never imagined such a brisk activity around. 
A genial, fifty-something German man approaches. His name is Klaus Schmidt, and he’s the 
chief archaeologist here. In his tent, we drink sweet Turkish tea while Schmidt tells me his story. 
 “In 1964, a team of Americans spotted the hills. They knew perfectly well they had found 
something, but for some reason I can’t make out, they drifted away. Today they must feel like 
the publisher who rejected the first Harry Potter manuscript”, and Schmidt bursts into laughter. 
“Three decades after that, a Turkish ministry got in touch with me. I was intrigued and came 
here. Within the first minute, I knew that if I didn’t walk away immediately, I would be here the 
rest of my life”.  
 Why has this brilliant, nice man shut himself away in this remote spot for the last 14 years? 
No family, no friends, no holidays. Devoted reclusion. Schmidt, always smiling, can’t grasp my 
shock. “Well, I’m privileged. This is the place to be. The most important archaeological dig in 
the world”.  
 In the following hours, Schmidt will share with me both his thesis and the remaining 
questions. For a start, the dating. Gobekli Tepe is staggeringly old, having been built around 
10,000 BC, while other megaliths like Stonehenge date from 2,500 BC. In fact, it is so 
stupefyingly old and sophisticated that it still defies Schmidt’s understanding. It just seems far 
beyond the capacities of a simple community of hunters. 
 And why such a big effort? Here Schmidt’s point is clear: “It is a temple – the oldest temple 
in the world. A celebration of hunting. Come with me”. 
 We leave the tent and return to the dust of the dig. Patiently, Schmidt shows me the 
stones carved with delicate images of animals and birds. “They are perfect. In fact, they are 
too perfect for the time. We wonder what kind of tools they used”. But what I find astonishing is 
that this semi-desert region of Turkey once supported such an appealing variety of creatures. 
“It was so different then”, explains Schmidt. “There were dozens of mammals, green meadows, 
woods. The climate was much wetter, but still warm. The herds of game were enormous. A 
paradisiacal place”. 
 So what happened? “Probably so many hunters congregated here for worship. To feed 
them all, they began cultivating the grasses on the hill. As the trees were chopped down, the 
area became bare and animals dispersed. In other words, they began farming to support their 
religious community. And I’m sure farming caused their downfall”. 
 He continues: “The really outstanding thing is that in 8,000 BC they decided to entomb the 
entire site. Gobekli Tepe was buried. The earth we are removing now was put here by man 
himself: all these hills are artificial”. 
 I am speechless. This is the last thing I expected to hear. Schmidt nods, shrugs and smiles 
once again. “Yes, perhaps they were grieving for their lost paradise. But there’s nothing 
positive about it. Not a single clue. It was the most bizarre act indeed. And every night, when I 
go to bed, I think about that”. 
 I find his last words the most exciting of all. 

Adapted from articles by Sean Thomas in Forbean Times (2007) and The First Post (2008) 
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0) Why didn’t the Americans excavate the site in 1964? 
 a) Schmidt just doesn’t know. 
 b) The Turkish government didn’t let them work there. 
 c) They couldn’t fully imagine what was hidden. 
 
1) Before getting to Gobekli Teppe, journalist Sean Thomas had thought… 
 a) … it would be a quieter archaeological site. 
 b) … it would be like Paradise. 
 c) … there would be more trees around. 
 
2) As they start talking, Thomas finds out that Schmidt… 
 a) … is a genius, the best archaeologist in the world. 
 b) … is fulfilling his professional ambitions. 
 c) … regrets some personal sacrifice he’s made to stay there. 
 
3) According to Schmidt, what’s particularly astonishing about Gobekli Teppe? 
 a) That hunters carved so many images. 
 b) That hunters went into farming. 
 c) The date when the temple was built. 
 
4) Why were the trees around Gobekli Teppe cut down? 
 a) To disperse the wild, dangerous animals. 
 b) To make room for growing food 
 c) To make a bigger site for the community. 
 
5) What happened to Gobekli Teppe about 8,000 BC? 
 a) Hunters buried their victims in tombs and left the temple. 
  b) The artificial hills around eventually fell down over the temple. 
 c) Hunters decided to hide the temple under earth. 
 
 

Which is the best alternative A, B  or C ?    
  Write  

A, B or C  in 
the box 

Teacher 

  0 A  

  1   

  2   

  3   

  4   

  5   

  TOTAL / 10 
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TASK 2 

Read the text SUITCASE STUFFERS and match an item A-I with its description 1-
5 in the magazine. There are three items with no description. An example (0) 
has been done for you. Write the appropriate LETTER in the boxes on the right. 
(5 x 2 = 10 marks) 
 

SUITCASE STUFFERS 
According to a world-famous travel magazine, these are some essential items you need to handle every travel situation: 

 
A. TRAVEL IRON  B. ENERGY BARS  C. ELECTRICAL ADAPTER 

D. LED KEYCHAIN  E. POCKET KNIFE  F. PORTABLE SOLAR CHARGING SYSTEM  

G. RUBBER BANDS  H. WATER TABLETS  I. DUCT TAPE  
 
Description 0 

If you want to keep connected while travelling, you’d better find a way to plug in the chargers – there are some really 

funny sockets out there! 

Description 1  

Bright, tiny and featherweight. The simplest tool for latecomers to find the lock on the B&B door or your way out of 

the hotel during a blackout. Burn time over 10 hours. 

Description 2  

They pack well, last at least as long as your trip, and these days most of them even taste pretty good – there are also 

caffeinated ones for those who love setting off early. 

Description 3  

For when the bottled kind can’t be found around, or it just looks suspicious, or you simply get fed up with paying 

exorbitant prices for it. 

Description 4  

You probably don’t need the one with 74 gizmos – just a couple of blades, scissors, a bottle opener and a 

corkscrew. But don’t forget to pack it in your checked luggage! 

Description 5 

The only way to patch ripped jeans, waterproof jackets or camping tents anywhere – it can even repair your luggage. 

Wrap firmly around and keep on going! 

Source: nationalgeographic.com/traveler 
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Match items A-I with descriptions 1-5    
  Write A-I 

in the box 
 

  0 C Teacher 

  1   

  2   

  3   

  4   

  5   

  TOTAL / 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

ING_NI_CE_08 
 

 

        /  6 
     2008 

5

TASK 3 
Read the text entitled SEE THE WORLD, REALLY and decide which tour,  SOUTH 
AFRICA TOWNSHIPS (A), BRAZILIAN SLUMS (B) or CHINA 101 (C),  the following 
statements 1-5 refer to. Write the LETTER corresponding to the tour in the boxes 
on the right. The first one is done for you. (5 x 2 = 10 marks) 
 

SEE THE WORLD, REALLY 
SOUTH AFRICA TOWNSHIPS BRAZILIAN SLUMS CHINA 101 

Panorama: Former anti-

apartheid fighters and activists 

guide you through townships 

that still bear the scars of battle 

and forced segregation. They 

recount forced removals and 

remember colleagues who died. 

Many of the towns remain poor 

and racially and economically 

isolated. 

Perspective: The armed wing of 

the African National Congress 

began these tours in 1997 to help 

improve the economic and 

social circumstances of the 

former soldiers and their 

communities. 

Reality check: These tours tend 

to be the least touristy. Discussion 

and passionate debate is part of 

the experience. Your guides may 

gently suggest that you 

purchase a non-alcoholic 

beverage from welcoming 

residents. 

(www.dacpm.org.za) 

 

Panorama: A three-hour 

odyssey through Rocinha, a 

massive favela in Rio de 

Janeiro. Guides explain its 

complex social and political 

structure as you explore the 

maze of pathways and homes 

and visit a handicraft centre. 

You’ll learn about the 

resourceful ways locals built 

houses and extracted free 

electricity. 

Perspective: Brazilian Marcelo 

Armstrong began offering 

tours in 1992. Guides speak 

frankly of the problems, but 

emphasize the perseverance 

of the hard-working citizens. 

Reality check: Tours have 

been sanctioned by the 

resident drug lord, so visitors 

are quite safe, but the guides 

will cancel the day’s activities 

if threatened by a bust 

between gangs. Guides firmly 

limit where you can venture. 

(www.favelatour.com.br) 

 

Panorama: This whirlwind 12-

day trip through several cities, 

from Beijing to Shangai, hits all 

the usual historic and natural 

sites, but adds visits with non-

profit organizations in intimate 

interaction with Chinese 

citizens. Destinations include an 

orphan adoption agency in 

Beijing, a river conservation 

project in Zhongdian and the 

home of a Tibetan family. 

Perspective: Global Exchange 

offers “socially responsible” 

tours in over 35 countries. The 

China tour focuses on 

sustainable development and 

environmental and cultural 

conservation. 

Reality check: The tour offers 

many unique glimpses into the 

lives of working-class Chinese. 

As a foreigner, be prepared for 

curious stares and persistent 

solicitations to buy things. 

(www.globalexchange.org) 

 

Source: nationalgeographic.com/traveler 
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Match statements 1-5 with tours A, B and C    
  Write A, B or C   

0 This tour shows the consequences of a past conflict 0 A Teacher 

1 You might have to face some tension when listening to residents in this tour 1   

2 This tour focuses on the way residents fight to improve their conditions 2   

3 This tour would be put off if there was violence around  3   

4 This tour combines sightseeing with a social approach to the country 4   

5 You will be supposed to buy soft drinks from residents in this tour 5   

  TOTAL / 10 
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